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As the end of the year fast approaches, I look back and feel that the Club has moved forward in a 

much more positive way. I feel a much more productive and positive attitude is taking hold and a 

coming together of members for the breed and its future. However, a great deal more needs to be 

done and a more inclusive less elitist tone needs to be fostered with some. 

Across the world there have been good and bad outcomes and we must continue to be vigilant to 

thwart the movement to ban breeds. This requires a great deal of promotion and scientific evidence 

to back our claims that reputable breeders can and do produce healthy dogs. This can only be 

supported by the evidence that health testing provides. I am pleased that there are increasing 

numbers of owners and breeders seeking information regarding testing and showing a willingness to 

participate. It is also wonderful to see that Dr House is commencing the RFGS as licensed by 

Cambridge University here in Australia with Vets from every state being invited to a training 

workshop. For anyone with any interest in Brachycephalic breeds it is imperative that they register 

and attend the RFGS Zoom meeting on 14th December and submit any questions they may have 

regarding the Scheme and its use, implementation, and application. I have heard a lot of comments 

regarding the Scheme with people fearing poor outcomes for their dogs. I would remind everyone 

that when the scheme started in the UK most dogs scored poorly but now there are many dogs 

within the UK that are scoring 0. This is a great credit to the breeders in England, they have taken 

this screening test and used it to their great advantage to breed healthier and more active dogs. 

These things do not happen overnight, and it has taken years of hard work and dedication amongst 

the pedigree breeders to achieve this end.  I would also remind people that now any health testing is 

completely voluntary but if there is not a move towards good participation in health schemes then 

the freedom may be taken from us, and authorities may make it mandatory as has happened in 

Ireland with all puppies endorsed not for breeding until they have passed all their health testing 

requirements. I have been unable to find the full details of these rulings, but it seems it would mean 

a reduction in the gene pool as dogs will be removed due to a fail. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank my hard-working fellow executive who have managed 

to keep the Club ticking along and getting things done. My gratitude to Julie for the enormous 

amount of work she does is beyond measure. I also would like to thank Jane Anderson our new 

member who has done such a wonderful job organising the Club meetups, meeting, and greeting the 

bulldogs and their owners at these events, assisting Julie with many tasks and always with such a 

lovely, smiling face. I feel privileged to be among such dedicated people and the Club could do with 

more like-minded people, I also feel privileged to continue to serve the breed and the Club and to 

work towards great outcomes with everyone’s help. I am looking forward to a year where we can 

see Co-VID taking a back seat in our lives and a more normal lifestyle returns to us all. 

I wish everyone a very Merry Xmas and the happiest New Year. Love and cherish your Bulldogs as 

they bring such joy and happiness. 

Bridget Halliday 

 


